
 

wounded warriors separating 

from the military for medical 

reasons will continue to be 

handled separately and on a 

priority basis with the 

Department of Defense 

through the Integrated 

Disability Evaluation System 

(IDES).  Wounded warriors 

separating through IDES 

currently receive VA 

compensation benefits in an 

average of 61 days following 

their separation from service. 

Veterans can learn more about 

disability benefits on the joint 

Department of Defense—VA 

w e b 

portal eBenefits at:  https://

w w w . e b e n e f i t s . v a . g o v /

e b e n e f i t s - p o r t a l /

ebenefits.portal 

The Department of Veterans 

Affairs announced today it is 

implementing an initiative to 

expedite compensation claims 

decisions for veterans who 

have waited one year or 

longer. 

Effective today, VA claims 

raters will make provisional 

decisions on the oldest claims 

in inventory, which will allow 

veterans to begin collecting 

compensation benefits more 

quickly if eligible. Veterans will 

be able to submit additional 

evidence for consideration a 

full year after the provisional 

rating, before the VA issues a 

final decision. 

Provisional decisions will be 

based on all evidence provided 

to date by the veteran or 

obtained on his or her behalf 

by VA.  If a VA medical 

examination is needed to 

decide the claim, it will be 

ordered and expedited. 

If any increase is determined 

to be warranted based on the 

additional evidence received, 

benefits will be retroactive to 

the date the claim was initially 

filed.  The initiative protects 

the veteran’s right to appeal 

the decision. If no further 

evidence is received within 

that year, The Veterans 

Benefits Administration (VBA) 

will inform the veteran that 

his or her rating is final and 

provide information on the 

standard appeals process, 

which can be found at http://

www.bva.va.gov/Throughout 

this initiative, VA will continue 

to prioritize claims for 

homeless veterans and those 

claiming financial hardship, 

the terminally ill, former 

Prisoners of War, Medal of 

Honor recipients, and 

veterans filing Fully Developed 

Claims.  More information 

about filing Fully Developed 

Claims is available at: http://

www.benefits.va.gov/

transformation/

fastclaims/  Claims for 

VA to expedite decisions for year-old claims 
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we plan to paint the frame red and the wheels 
yellow.  We look forward to showing off the new 
look at the parade. 

    If I can work it in I would like to have a staff 
meeting this month.  That’s all for now see you on 
the 8th at our regular meeting. 

 

                             Semper Fi, 

 

 

 

                         Joseph M. Kier                                     
          Commandant 
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COMMANDANT’S COLUMN 

Marines, 

     As I enter my second term as your 
Commandant I would like to thank the 2012-
2013 Staff for a great job, and look forward to 
working with those of you who have stepped 
up again to serve on the Detachment staff.  
Returning we have Jack Gentile as Sr Vice 
Commandant, Vince DeBella as Jr Vice 
Commandant, Jim Powell, PC as Adjutant/
Paymaster, Robert A. Sundling, PC as Sergeant 
at arms, and Corey Fisher as Quartermaster.  
New to the Staff we have William McBride as 
Judge Advocate, and Samuel DiValentino as 
Chaplin we welcome these Marines to their 
new positions and I am excited to see what 
they will bring to the Detachment Staff. 

    We have our Memorial Day fundraiser 
coming up on May 23rd and going till Sunday 
afternoon on May 26th.  We will be looking for 
Vince DeBella to get a schedule out, and when 
we get it make sure you step up and fill in a 
time.  At this point the Memorial Day 
fundraiser is our biggest fundraiser. 

    Following our fundraiser is the Memorial Day 
parade on May 27th, we need everyone that 
can to come out and ride on the float for the 
parade.   The details on the Memorial Day 
Parade are we will meet at the Lenape Middle 
School on Rt. 202 in Doylestown at 0800-0830 
to get the float together and head over to the 
staging area for the parade.  As we head over 
to the staging area the color guard and I will 
have to break off to do the flag raising at 0900.  
As usual the preferred uniform is the short 
sleeve undress; however red hats are fine too.  
If you don’t have a red hat come on out with 
your USMC tee shirt and ball cap either way we 
stand to have a great time at the parade. 

     Thanks to the efforts of Sr Vice Jack Gentile, 
my younger brother Jim, and myself we are 
getting  ready to refit the parade float.  We are 
going to replace all the railings with angle iron 
welded to the frame, a new wood floor, a new 
tire, and we are resizing the box in the center 
to hopefully fit some seats in the middle.  Lastly 
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2013 Officer installation officiated by District 2 Vice Bill 

Miller 

Doylestown Hospital Voulenteer appreciation luncheon  

colorguard.   (L to R) Joe Kier, Don Gee, Bill McBride, and 

Sam DiValentino. 



 

 

 Page 3 

DETACHMENT INFORMATION                       



 

 

 Page 4 

DETACHMENT INFORMATION 

continued  



 

DETACHMENT INFORMATION 

 

 Page 5 

 

24 August  2013  for more info 

go to mclofpafoundation.org 



 

Nearly six decades after the Korean War armistice was signed, the United Nations Cemetery in Pusan, South Korea, 

is finally getting a monument that honors U.S. forces who fought there. While monuments to other U.N. forces have 

been erected at the cemetery, the sacrifice of American troops has yet to be recognized in such a way. 

"We will begin construction on a monument this spring and plan to dedicate it in July on the 60th anniversary of the 

signing of the Korean War armistice," said Raymond Wollman, deputy secretary of the American Battle Monuments 

Commission (ABMC).  Wollman’s announcement was part of his April 10 testimony before the House Veterans’ 

Affairs Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. He also testified that three visitors’ center 

projects will be completed this year: one at the Cambridge American Cemetery in England, another at the Sicily-

Rome American Cemetery and Memorial near Anzio, Italy; and a third at the Pointe du Hoc Ranger Monument in 

Normandy, France. ABMC’s first mobile app, a tour of the Pointe du Hoc battlefield, was released last December. 

The app gives users a virtual experience of the site, where U.S. Army Rangers scaled 100-foot cliffs during the June 

1944 Normandy invasion to destroy a critical German battery and take control of the coastal highway. "We plan to 

produce apps and virtual tours for all of our sites," Wollman said, "so we can bring these national historic assets to 

life — not only to our visitors, but on our website and in our classrooms." 

Congress has authorized $5 million for ABMC to restore, operate and maintain Clark Veterans Cemetery in the 

Philippines. Wollman said an agreement is being negotiated with the Philippine government, but the funding "may 

be insufficient for a cemetery that is partially covered in volcanic ash and may have other unknown infrastructure 

issues. We won’t know the true cost until we complete a site assessment. Nonetheless, the mission has been 

assigned to the ABMC, and we will work toward executing that mission when an agreement allowing us to do so has 

been signed with the Philippine government." 

Kathryn Condon, executive director of Arlington National Cemetery (ANC), told the subcommittee that the cemetery 

had made much progress in its new digital environment. "Long gone are the typewriters, the three-by-five index 

cards and the paper maps colored in with pencils," Condon said. "In less than two years, we are the first national 

cemetery to geo-spatially manage cemetery operations." 

ANC currently has three expansion projects: Columbarium Court 9, the Millennium Project and the Navy Annex 

Project. "Once completed," Condon said, "these projects should extend Arlington’s first interment burials well into 

the 2050s." 

The new columbarium’s dedication is scheduled for May 9. Covering nearly 63,000 square feet, the $12.9 million 

structure will add more than 20,000 niche spaces, extending until 2024 the availability of first inurnments. The 

Millennium and Navy Annex projects will also add thousands of grave sites and urn niches to the cemetery. 

Veterans access to burial benefits was increased in 2012, with $31.8 million worth of expansions and improvement 

projects completed at national cemeteries. Steve Muro, under secretary for memorial affairs in the Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA) National Cemetery Administration (NCA), also reported to the subcommittee that land 

acquisition and planning for the construction of five new national cemeteries has been initiated.  
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VETERANS REPORT for May  2013 

New monument in South Korea to honor U.S. troops 



 

Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel announced today that the proposed military 

decoration that honors drone pilots and cyberwarriors — the Distinguished 

Warfare Medal — has been cancelled and will be replaced by a distinguishing 

device that can be affixed to previously awarded medals. 

American Legion National Commander James E. Koutz protested the 

Distinguished Warfare Medal’s proposed ranking, which placed it higher than 

the Purple Heart and Bronze Star with Combat "V." Last month, Koutz said that 

placing the medal above those given for valor and courage under fire was 

"wholly inappropriate." 

Hagel halted production of the medal on April 5, and directed Joint Chiefs of 

Staff Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey to conduct a review of its ranking. 

Hagel’s decision kept the evolving roles of military combat in proper 

perspective, Koutz said. 

"Cyber and drone warfare have become part of the equation for 21st-century 

combat, and those who fight such battles with distinction certainly deserve to 

be recognized. But The American Legion still believes there’s a fundamental 

difference between those who fight remotely, or via computer, and those 

fighting against an enemy who is trying to kill them." 
A Vietnam War veteran, Koutz served with Company C in the U.S. Army’s 169th 
Engineer Battalion and was honorably discharged in March 1971. 

Distinguished Warfare Medal canceled 

VETERANS REPORT for May  2013 CONTinued 

“Placing the 
medal above 
those given for 
valor and 
courage under 
fire was "wholly 
inappropriate." 

Entrance to the United nations 

Cemetary in South Korea (story on p.4) 

Check us out 

on the web at 

Www.mclcb.org 
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One type of Drone used by the cyberwarrior team that has been insturmantal  in the war on terror 



 

MONTH // DETACHMENT MEETING               MINUTES 

The regular  meet ing of  Centra l  Bucks Detachment  #636,  Inc . ,  o f  the Mar ine Corps League of  Pennsylvania,  

Inc . ,  was held Apr i l  10 th ,  2013,  a t  the Alber t  E.  Atk inson Amer ican Legion Post ,  315 North  St . ,  Doylestown,  

PA.   There were 17 members and 3 guests  present  inc lud ing a l l  o f f icers  except  Chaplain Don Parzanese 

Jr.  and Junior  Past  Commandant Budd Pearce,  PC who were excused.  Dis t inguished members  in  

a t tendance inc luded Past Commandants Bob Sundl ing,  Don Gee,  Don Parzanese Sr. ,  Department of  

Pennsylvania  Dis tr ic t  2  Vice Commandant and Past Detachment Commandant Bi l l  Mi l ler,  Department 

of  Pennsylvania Junior  Vice Commandant and Past Detachment Commandant Jim Powell  and  Marine 

of  the Year Vince DeBel la .  Dis t inguished  guests  in  a t tendance were Department of  Pennsylvania Aide -

de-Camp Tony Capel l i  and Department of  Pennsylvania Distr ict  2  Assistant Vice Commandant Bob 

Rup.   Other  guests  were  Brad Herron  of  the VA.  

The Minutes of  the March Meet ing  as publ ished in  Lis ten Up!  were  adopted.    

Sick and Distressed:  Commandant Joe Kier  reported that  h is  daughte r  had medica l  issues and was to  
undergo a procedure to  correct  the p roblem.  

Guest Speaker: Brad Herron of  the VA Vet  Center  in  Montgomery County ta lked to  the membership on 
the i r  Global  W ar on Terror ism Outreach  Program.  He spoke on  a range o f  issues in  regards to  re turn ing 

Combat  veterans and  the programs the VA has for  them.  He a lso reques ted that  any vete ran that  has 

quest ions to  contact  h im at  215 -823-5245 or  emai l  h im at  Bradley.Her ron@va.gov .  

   

New Members:  Geoff rey Burgess  

 

OFFICER REPORTS  

Commandant Joe Kier  reported on the  Department  Quarter l y Meet ing held March  15th and 16 th  at  the 
Department  Headquar ters  Bui ld ing on Fort  Ind ian town Gap and on the Northeast  Div is ion Conference held 

March 22nd and 23rd  in  Matamoras,  Pennsylvania.   He a lso reported  on h is  a t tendance at  the  Eagle Scout  

ceremony he a t tended where he presented a MCL Eagle Scout  Cer t i f icate.   He a lso reported  that  he wi l l  be 

reg is ter ing the Detachment  for  the  Doylestown Memor ia l  Day Parade and that  our  Color  Guard would be 

leading the Parade th is  year.   He a lso repor ted that  the Highway Cleanup wi l l  take p lace th is  Saturday and 

everyone should  meet  a t  “Back to  the  50’s”  d iner  a t  the corner  o f  Rte.  263 and Edison -Fur long Road at  

0800.  

 

Senior  Vice Commandant Jack Genti le  reported that  the Detachment  had 39 regular  members of  which 2 
are dual ,  25 l i fe  members and 6 assoc iates for  a  to ta l  o f  70.  

Junior Vice Commandant Vince DeBel la reported on the Val ley Forge Gun Show in  W arminster  that  was 
held on Apr i l  6 th  and 7th .   The Detachment  ra ised $317 in  donat ions,  so ld  48 Youth and  Vete rans  t ickets .   

He had one new member ,  Geof fery Burgess,  jo ined th is  evening and he had a couple of  o ther  poss ib i l i t ies  

ar ise f rom th is  event .   He a lso spoke about  the WWII  W eekend to  be held on Apr i l  20 th and 21st  a t  Graeme 

Park on County L ine Road in  W i l low Grove and was look ing for  members to  he lp wi th  th is  fundra iser .   And 

he spoke about  the upcoming Cel t ic  W eekend and pancake breakfast  that  we wi l l  be hold ing.   The  pancake 

breakfast  wi l l  be  held on  June 8th in  Newtown.  He wi l l  have updated in format ion at  our  next  meet ing.  

Adjutant/Paymaster  Jim Powell ,  PC  p resented  the Paymaster 's  f inanc ia l  report  and  i t  was adopted.  

Judge Advocate Don Parzanese Sr. ,  PC  reported that  there were no ou ts tanding issues.   

Chaplain  was excused and Sam DiValent ino f i l led in .    

Publ ic  Relat ions Off icer Joe Kier  set  March 20th as the deadl ine fo r  submi t t ing mater ia l  fo r  the next  

Lis ten Up!  Newslet ter .  

Sergeant-at -Arms Bob Sundl ing,  PC  reported on the Young Mar ines upcoming Car W ash at  Pep Boys on 

Street  Road and the i r  f lash l ight  fundra isers .   
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MONTH // DETACHMENT MEETING 

continued           MINUTES 

Quartermaster Corey Fisher had no th ing to  report .  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Pistol  Team  /Rif le  Team – a l l  forms are  requi red to  be in  by th is  meet ing,  both Pis to l  and Ri f le .   I f  anyone 

would l ike to  shoot  but  has not  submi t ted any paperwork,  con tact  Commandant Kier or Bud Pearce,  PC  

a .s .a .p.  to  d iscuss.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

Commandant Kier  reminded the membership about  the upcoming Doyles town Hospi ta l  Colo r  Guard which 

is  for  the i r  spec ia l  even t  to  honor the i r  1000 vo lunteers  on Apr i l  18th.   Ar r iva l  t ime wi l l  be  1130.   He a lso 

reported on the June 1st  dedicat ion of  the heads tone for  the  Fi rs t  Commandant  o f  the Mar ine Corps,  

Samuel  Nicholas,  which wi l l  take p lace in  Phi ladelph ia.  

NEW BUSINESS  

Don Gee,  PC made a mot ion to  put  a  1/2 page ad in  the Department  Convent ion Book.   I t  was seconded by 

Bob Sundl ing,  PC  and was passed by the body.  

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS  

The Depar tment  Ins ta l la t ion team of  Dis t r ic t  2  Vice Commandant ,  Bi l l  Mi l ler  and h is  ass is tants  Bob Rup and 

Tony Capel l i  per formed the Insta l la t ion of  Of f ice rs  ceremony fo r  the Detachment .   Those tak ing the Oath 

were:  

Elected:  

Commandant    Joe Kier  

Senior  Vice Commandant   Jack Gent i le  

Junior  Vice Commandant   Vince DeBel la  

Judge Advocate    Bi l l  McBr ide  

Adjutant /Paymaste r   J im Powel l  

Appointed: 

Chapla in     Sam DiValen t ino  

Sergeant -At-Arms    Bob Sundl ing  

Quarte rmaster    Corey Fisher  

Web Sergeant    J im Powel l  

Publ ic  Relat ions/Newsle t ter  Joe Kier  

Mess Sergeant    Vince DeBel la  

 

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE  

None 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None 

 

There being no fur ther  business,  the meeting was adjourned unti l  1930 on Wednesday,  May 8,  2013 .  
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CAPRIO Jr.    Paul midupe@aol.com 

CLYMER  Jessica A. usmcff5@yahoo.com 

CONCORDIA  Michael L. m.concordia@verizon.net 

DeBELLA    Vincent vincdebe@aol.com 

DiVALENTINO Samuel J. samathome1218@yahoo.com 

EMERY    Phillip D. p_emery@comcast.net 

FELIU Vicence feliu@law.villanova.edu 

FISHER  Corey A.  cbquartermaster@aol.com 

GEE    Don H. usmccca@aol.com 

GENTILE Joseph F. joeypgentile@gmail.com 

GENTILE    David dgentile1985@gmail.com 

GENTILE    Anthony J. jgentile@singerequipment.com 

GENTILE    Steven A. sgentile89@aol.com 

HAGAN  Vincent J. vincent.hagan@pnc.com 

HOFFMAN Jason thehoffmans4@yahoo.com 

HOTH    Edward W. edhothusmc@aol.com 

JASIEWICZ     Ed edjasiewicz@comcast.net 

KIER Sr.    Joseph M. joseph.kier@verizon.net 

KLEVA   Richard P. aquafun2@aol.com 

KOHLER    William C. mustangcaptbill@cox.net 

KOPP    Jacob T. jkopp14@mac.com 

LEFEVER    Carl A. carllefever@yahoo.com 

MARTUSCIELLO Aldo aldomartx@gmail.com 

MATTIE Michael, J. michael.mattie@lpl.com 

McBRIDE   William G. jabcaat@verizon.net 

McCOMB    James E. jim_mccomb@verizon.net 

McGINNISS   Hugh  ginniss2@comcast.net 

MICKELSON    William L. billmikelson@verizon.net 

MILLER   William R.  billjae2@verizon.net 

MOMORELLA     Robert A. mombo@starlinx.com 

MONAHAN    Frederick fredmonahan@gmail.com 

MURRAY     Kenneth M. giashot@gmail.com 

PARZANESE Jr.    Donald D. donald.parzanese@us.army.mil 

PARZANESE Sr   Donald D.  donparzsr1@verizon.net 

PARZANESE Sr.    Anthony J. tonyparz@hotmail.com 

PEARCE III    Ellis M. buddpearce@comcast.net 

POPP    Staci L. staci1978@yahoo.com 

POWELL    James usmc80@comcast.net 

PURA  John A. purateam@aol.com 

RUBIN    David newlineelectric@gmail.com 

SCHEETZ   Larry scheetzsr@yahoo.com 

SCOTT    Richard G. richgscott@gmail.com 

SMITH    Gary J.  sgarysemperfi@aol.com 

SPILLANE Jr.  John J.  spillane3@verizon.net 

SPOLTORE Thomas A. tomspoltore1@verizon.net 

SUNDLING    Robert M. rsundling@tiniusolsen.com 

SUNDLING     Robert A. bsundling@tiniusolsen.com 

TUTTLE    Justin j_tuttle85@yahoo.com 

VANDEGRIFT Jr.   Benjamin F. jarhead219@gmail.com 

WALDRON   Michael waldron@quigleyco.com 

WALDRON   Paul A. pwal534589@aol.com 

WARNER    F. Donald 62tarry@gmail.com 

WEIGAND     Roy G. rgweigand@verizon.net 

WEIR Steve  moonrocket48@aol.com 

WIMER     Leland leewimer@aol.com 

YEASTED     Vincent J. vyeasted@comcast.net 

CENTRAL BUCKS DETACHMENT MARINES 

ON THE NET IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Detachment meeting      

8 may 

MOTher’S DAy                  

12 may 

Armed forces day          

18 may 

Memorial day                   

27 may 

Marine corps league 

department of pa 

pistol championships  

31 may– 2 june 

Department of pa 

convention                      

12-15 june 

FATher’S DAy                    

16 june 

Korean war begins        

27 june 

Independence  day          

4 july 

Marine corps league 

national convention     

4-10  august 
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QUARTERMASTER STORE 

Cover Strips  

$5.00 

Detachment Cover 

$22.00 

To order any of these items or any 

item from the MCL ship store (web 

address www.mcleague.com/

semperfistore) and have them 

ready for pickup at the next  

detachment meeting, contact 

Quartermaster corey fisher 

at 

Ph: 215-822-6898 

Emial: cbquartermaster@aol.com 

MCL sunburst  

collar ornaments 

$10.00 

USMC Satin Jacket 

$55.00 

Central bucks  

detACHMENT Patch 

$5.00 

Marine 

corps 

league 

patch $3.50 

Blazer crest 

$25.00 

With or without 

life strip 

MCL ribbons 

 and medals 

$1.25 and up 
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“ONCE A MARINE ALWAYS A MARINE” 

CENTRAL BUCKS DETACHMENT, Inc.         

P.O. Box 1372                                                  

Doylestown, PA 18901-1372 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

        Application for Membership—Marine Corps League 

Full Name _______________________________________________________________________________Phone____________________________________ 

Street Address _______________________________________________ City ________________________State___________ ZIP __________ + ___________ 

Date of Birth _________________________ E-mail address_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Enlistment/Commissioning _______________________________ Date of Discharge/Retirement/Separation _________________________________ 

Type of Application  –  New (    )        Renewal  (    )                             Membership Type --  Regular  (    )       Associate  (    )   Dual  (    ) 

Have you ever been convicted of a felony?   YES  (    )   NO  (    )    If YES is checked, I agree to waive my rights under the Privacy Act and disclose the nature of the felony 

conviction for  consideration of membership in the Marine Corps League. 

I hereby apply for membership in the  ___________________________________ Detachment, Marine Corps League  and enclose $ ______________for one year’s 

membership. 

Further, I hereby certify that I am currently serving or have served honorably in the U.S. Marine Corps, on active duty, for not less than ninety (90)  days and earned the 

Eagle, Globe and Anchor, * or have served or am currently serving  in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve and have earned no less than ninety (90) Reserve Retirement Credit 

Points or that I have served or am currently serving as a U.S. Navy Corpsman who has trained with Marine FMF Units in excess of ninety (90) days and earned the Marine 

Corps Device or Warfare Device worn on the Service Ribbon authorized for FMF Corpsmen.  If discharged, I am in receipt of a DD Form 214  or a Certificate of Discharge 

indicating “Honorable Service”.  (“Honorable Service” will be defined by the last DD Form 214 or Certificate of Discharge that the applicant received).  General Discharge 

under Honorable Conditions is acceptable.  By signature on this application, I hereby agree to provide proof of honorable service/discharge upon request.  I hereby authorize 

the National Executive Director, Marine Corps League to obtain an un-redacted copy of my latest DD Form 214 from the Marine Corps custodian of Official Military 

Personnel Files (OMPF),  and/or verification of honorable service if deemed necessary to verify my eligibility for regular membership in the Marine Corps League.  I 

understand the DD Form 214 may contain information such as military awards, training, and character of service.  * (“Korean War Era Marines See National Bylaws, 

Article 6, Section 600”)  

_________________________________________________________           _________________________________________________________________ 

Sponsor (where applicable )                                                                                          Applicant’s Signature   


